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To Bill LeSesne, the announcement Friday that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency would pay 
$127,000 to fit 10 Pittsburgh diesel garbage trucks with pollution-reducing technology was great news.  

But not just because it means his crews will be breathing less toxic exhaust.  

"For the neighborhoods we go through, this is a huge benefit," said LeSesne, coordinator of 
environmental services for the city of Pittsburgh.  

Ten of the city's 62 garbage and recycling trucks will be retrofitted with devices in their exhaust systems 
to remove almost 90 percent of the soot that would otherwise become ground-level air pollution.  
 
Diesel exhaust is composed of fine particles that are carbon at their core with carcinogenic substances on 
their surfaces. They are very small and can burrow deep into the lungs to aggravate asthma and into the 
blood stream to cause heart attacks, said Rachel Filippini, director of the Group Against Smog and 
Pollution, based in Squirrel Hill.  

"When these filters are installed on city of Pittsburgh waste haulers, black puffs of diesel exhaust will be 
a thing of the past," said Ashleigh Deemer, a program organizer for the environmental group Clean 
Water Action.  

The EPA mandates that all 2007 and newer diesel engines be equipped with the technology. Because it 
could take more than 20 years for all diesel engines to have the new technology, the Allegheny County 
Partnership to Reduce Diesel Pollution has been pushing school districts and municipalities to retrofit 
their bus and truck fleets.  

"One of the good things about diesel engines is that they last a long time," said Donald Welsh, EPA's 
mid-Atlantic regional administrator. "And one of the bad things about diesel engines is that they last a 
long time."  

The Allegheny County Health Department is taking applications for $500,000 worth of retrofits to local 
vehicle fleets, said Jim Thompson, acting manager of the county's Air Quality Program and a member of 
the Mid-Atlantic Regional Air Management Association, which manages the EPA diesel retrofit grants.  

Pittsburgh's new and retrofitted diesel vehicles are impressing city workers.  

"You can't see or even smell the smoke when you start these trucks up," said Bill Sturm, a truck driver 
for the Public Works Department.  

Allison M. Heinrichs can be reached at aheinrichs@tribweb.com or 412-380-5607.  



  

 


